
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



January 23, 1920] 



SCIENCE 



83 



ment. All present agreed that the dosease is the 
most serious one known to the ru'b'ber industry, that 
treatment aJione was too expensive, and that meth- 
ods of prevention shoxdd be disoovered if possible. 

Later at a special meeting an experiment was 
planned by Messrs. Bands, Maas, Keuehenius and 
La Bu© to test more fully whether or not the dis- 
ease may have a physiological cause. After visit- 
ing a number of rubiber estates on the east coast of 
Sumatra and in Atjeh, Drs. van Hall and Bands' 
returned to Java. 

The first technical meeting of the personnel of 
the experimeiQit stations for the rubber culture was 
held in Buitenzorg, Java, on November 1, 1919. 
Bepresentatives of the Central Bubber Proefsta- 
tion, the West-Java Prorfstation, the Malang 
Proefstation, the Besoeki Proefstation, the Labora- 
torium voor Plantenziekten, and the research de- 
partmeoat of the Holland Plantations Company. 

Among the subjects discussed were brown bast 
disease, mildew-diseases of leaves, borers, thinning 
put of trees on estates, and selection. The last 
topic is only now beginning to be a matter of con- 
cern to rubber planters, although experiment sta- 
tion workers have been interested in it for several 
years. 

EXPERIMENT STATIONS OF THE BUREAU OF 

MINES 

In connection with, the work of the Bureau 
of Mines, Department of the Interior, the bu- 
reau is now conducting eleven mining experi- 
jnenlt stations, located in the various mining 
centers of the country, and bending thdir ener- 
gies toward the special mining problems that 
are local to their part of the country. So 
great has been the demand for knowledge eon- 
ceminig the character of the work undertaken 
at these viarious mining staltions and its 
general relation to the mining industry, the 
bureau has issued a bulletin describing the 
work of .the stations. Dr. Van H. Manning, 
director of the bureau, isketches the work of 
the different stations as follows; 

The station at Columbus, Ohio, situaited at a clay- 
workinig center is employed mostly on ceramic prob- 
lems. In this country there axe about 4,000 firms 
manuf aicturing clay produeta, iacluding brick, tUe, 
sewer pipe, conduits, hollow blocks, architectural 
terra cotta, porcelain, earthenware, china and art 
pottery. The amount invested in these industries 
is approximately $375,000,000 and the value of the 
products exceeds $208,000,000 annually. 



The station at Bartlesville, Okla., is investigating 
problems that arise in the proper utilization of oil 
and gas resources, such as eliminajtion of waste of 
oil and natural gas, improvements in drilling eind 
casing wells, parevention of water troubles at wells, 
and of wa^e in storing and refining petroleum, 
and the recovery of gasoline from natural gas. 

What the Bureau of Mines has done for the great 
coal-mining industry, chiefly through investiga- 
tions ait the experiment station at Pittsburgh, Pa., 
has been published in numerous reports issued by 
the bureau. Some of the more important accom- 
plishments have been the development and intro- 
duction of permissible explosives for use in gaseous 
mines, the training of thousands of coal miners in 
mine-rescue and flrst-'aid work, and the conducting 
of combustion investigations, aimed at increased 
efficiency in the burning of coal and the effective 
utilization of our vast deposits of lignite and low- 
grade coal. 

The Salt Lake City station has devised novel 
methods of treating certain low-grade and com- 
plex ores of lead 'and zinc. These methods show a 
large saving of metal over methods hitherto em- 
ployed, and have made available ores that other 
methods could not treat profitably. 

The Seattle station is busy with the beneflcia- 
tion of the low-igrade ores of the Northwest, and 
the mining and utilisation of the coalsi of the 
Pacific states; the Tucson staition is working on 
the benefieialtioh of low-grade copper ores; and the 
Berkeley station has shown how losses may be re- 
duiced lait quicksilver' plants and how methods at 
those plants can be improved' 

In the donduct of these iuveatigations the bu- 
reau seeks and is obtaining the cooperation of the 
mine operators. Alt more than a dozen mills in the 
west engineers from the stations are working di- 
rectly with the mill men on various problems, and 
the results they already have obtained more than 
warrant, the existence of the stations. Success in 
solving one proiblem may easily be worth millions 
to the country. Mining men are using these sta- 
tions more and mwre freely as they realize that the 
government maintaias these stations to help them, 
and that (the difiioulties of the operators, both 
large land .small, will receive sympathetic consid- 
eration and such aid as the stations can give. 

GRANTS FOR RESEARCH OF THE AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 

OF SCIENCE 

At the St. Louis meeting of the association, 
the council assigned the sxmi of $4,500 to be 
expended by the Committee on Grants for 
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Eesearch during the year 1920. The mem- 
bers of the committe for the current year 
are: Henry Crew, chairman; W. B. Cannon, 
E. T. Chamberlin, G. K Lewis, George T. 
Moore, G. H. Parker, Eobert M. Yerkes, and 
Joel Stdbbins, secretary. 

The committee will hold a meeting in 
Washington in the month of April, when the 
distribution of the grants will be made. Ap- 
plications for grants may be made under the 
general rules given below, which were adopted 
in 1917; but the committee especially invites 
suggestions from scientific men who may 
happen to know of cases where young or 
poorly supported investigators would be 
greatly helped by small grants. 

1. Applications for grants may be made to the 
member of the oommittee representing the science 
an -which the work falls or to the chairman or sec- 
retary of the conunittee. The committee will not 
depend upon 'applications, but will make inquiry 
as to the way in which research funds can be best 
expended to promote the advaneemeat of science. 
In such inquiry the eoonmilttee hopes to have the 
cooperation of scientific men and esipeoially of the 
sectional committees of the association. 

2. The ©ommittee will meet at the time of the 
annual meeting of the association or on the call 
of the chairman. Business may be transacted and 
grants may be made by correspondence. In such 
cases the rules of procedure formulated by the late 
Professor Pickering and printed in the issue of 
SciBNCE for May 23, 1913, wiU be followed. 

3. G-rants may be made to residents of any 
eounibry, but preference will be given to residents 
of America. 

4. GraJits of sums of $500 or less are favored, 
but larger appropriations may be made. In some 
eases appropriations may be guaranteed for sev- 
eral years in advance. 

5. Grants, as a rule, will be made for work which 
ciould not be done or would be very diflcult to do 
without the grant. A grant will not ordinarily be 
made to defray living expenses. 

6. The eommittee will not undertake to super- 
vise in any way the work done by those who re- 
ceive the grants. Unless otherwise provided, any 
apparatus or materials purchased wiU be the prop- 
erty of the individual leoeiving the grant. 

7. No restriction is made as to publication, but 
the recipient <yi the gi'ant should in the publica- 



tion lOf his work acknowledge the aid given by the 
fund. 

8. The recipient of the grant is expected to make 
to the secretary of the committee a report in De- 
cember of each year while the work is in progress 
and a final report when the work as accomplished. 
Each report should be accompanied by a financial 
statement of expenditures, with vouchers for the 
larger items when these can be supplied without 
difficulty. 

9. The purposes for which grants are made and 
the grounds for making them will be published. 

Joel Stebbins, 
Secretary 



SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

RiCHAED C. Maolauein, president of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology since 
1909, died from pneiunonia in Boston on 
January 15. Dr. Maclaurin was bom in 
Scotland in 1870. He was educated at the 
Universities of 'Sew Zealand and Cambridge, 
and was appointed professor of mathematics 
in the University of New Zealand in 1898. 
In 1907 he was appointed professor in mathe- 
matics and physics in Columbia University. 

Dr. Jacques Loeb, of the Eockefeller In- 
stitute for Medical Eesearch, was elected 
president of the American Society of ISTat- 
uralists at the recent meeting held in 
Princeton. 

Professor P. B. Loomis, of Amherst Col- 
lege, has been elected president of the Paleon- 
tological Society. 

Dr. Phoebus A. T. Levene, of the Eocke- 
feller Institute for Medical Research, in New 
York, was elected associate member of the 
Societe Eoyale des Sciences Medicales et 
Naturelles of Brussels, on December 1, 1919. 

Mr. J. H. Jeans, of Cambridge, formerly 
professor of mathematics in Princeton Uni- 
versity, has been nominated as secretary of 
the Royal Society. 

Dr. Paul Sabatieb (Toulouse), and Dr. 
Pierre Paul Emile Roux (Paris), have been 
elected honorary members of the British 
Royal Institution. 

The Swedish Medical Association has 
awarded its jubilee prize this year to Dr. 



